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VICTORIA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Pacific Coastal Airlines has added a second non-stop daily flight between Victoria International Airport
and Prince George Airport. Now, two daily non-stop flights will operate morning and afternoon from
Sunday to Friday.
With more schedule options, greater seat capacity and a convenient hour-and-forty-minute flight
between the two popular cities, travellers benefit from same day return travel options – and the ability
to connect to more of Pacific Coastal Airlines’ destinations through Victoria International Airport.

LOS CABOS, IXTAPA AND MAZATLÁN, MEXICO
It’s never too early to start planning a winter getaway! With many convenient options to choose from,
Mexico is an excellent choice.
In their 2019/2020 winter schedules, WestJet and Sunwing deliver even more flights between Victoria
and popular Mexican locations:
•

WestJet’s new weekly nonstop between Victoria International Airport (YYJ) and Los Cabos Mexico
International Airport (SJD) starts November 5. Leave Victoria in the morning and enjoy time on the
beach the same day.

•

Sunwing’s new weekly direct flights between YYJ and Ixtapa/Zihuatanejo International Airport (ZIH)
and Mazatlán International Airport (MZT) start December 21 and December 22 respectively. Soak up
the sun – and the beautiful views – on Mexico’s Pacific coast. 
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Phase One of the
Lower Passenger
Departure Lounge
Expansion Project
Nears Completion
Travellers will soon enjoy a new travel experience
at Victoria International Airport, as workers put the
finishing touches on the first phase of the Air Terminal
Building’s $19.4 million expansion project.
With a 1,765-square-metre addition to the Air Terminal
Building, Victoria International Airport’s lower passenger
departure lounge has been nearly doubled in size
to better accommodate the more than two million
passengers who travel through the airport each year.
The entire space will feature numerous enhancements
to improve travellers’ comfort and safety. Floor to
ceiling glass walls will provide panoramic views of the
runway. Covered walkways between the gate and
aircraft will keep travellers dry throughout the rainy
season. Inside, attractive modern architecture and
beautifully appointed interiors will be complemented
by a stunning aerial sculpture by local artist Charles
Campbell. Enhanced washroom facilities and a range
of conveniences will make the travel experience safer,
easier and more enjoyable for everyone.
The award-winning Fresh Cup Roastery Café,
a growing local coffee roasting and café business
that offers high-quality, locally roasted organic beans
and locally sourced food choices will provide a new
dining option. Spinnakers on the Fly restaurant will get
additional seating, making more room for people to
enjoy a meal at this long-time airport favourite. Other
new food and retail offerings will be made available
throughout the terminal as well.
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PHASE ONE OPENING MID-SEPTEMBER
After 18 months of construction, the main building
addition is nearing completion and will open to the
public in mid-September.
Finishing touches are being put on the exterior,
which features planters along the entire length of the
building, floor to ceiling glass walls and seven large
skylights. Workers are also installing interior finishes
that will beautify the space and enhance travellers’
experiences.
The panoramic views and bright, natural light afforded
by the glass walls and skylights set the backdrop for a
natural, West Coast vibe in the new Departure Lounge
year round. Natural light will enter the space during
the rainy season, and an automated blind system will
help screen the sun on hot summer days.
The gate counter areas will be backed by tall structural
elements that are wrapped in warm-toned hemlock
wood and display large gate numbers for easy
identification of the gate location.
Large ceramic tiles in all the travelled areas will make
it easier for passengers to roll bags and strollers and/or
travel in a wheelchair and for airport staff to maintain
a clean environment.
The new gate areas will feature a mix of conventional
gang seating, chairs and benches with carpeting
underfoot to manage noise. Numerous power outlets

will ensure that travellers can conveniently charge
their devices while waiting for a flight. State-of-theart audio systems will allow airline agents to broadcast
their voice directly to hearing aids so people wearing
them can hear flight announcements clearly from both
the gate and nearby seating areas.
By mid-September, all of the airlines will begin
operations in the new space, and Phase One of the
project will be open to the public. Once that transition
is complete, work on Phase Two will begin.

FUTURE PHASES COMING SOON
In the second phase of construction, scheduled to
complete in early 2020, the original departure lounge
space will be upgraded to match seamlessly with the
new area. The new tile flooring, for example, will be
extended into the existing area to bring a consistent
look and feel to the entire lounge.
Phase Two will also see the installation of a new
block of washrooms. The new facilities will be sized
to accommodate increasing passenger numbers in the
airport. They will include a gender neutral restroom,
a family restroom equipped with an adult-sized change
table and hoist, and a pet relief area for service dogs.
The final phase of the project, which will expand and
enhance Spinnakers on the Fly, is anticipated to begin
immediately after the completion of Phase Two and be
complete by the summer of 2020.
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Charles Campbell
Charles Campbell is a local artist who was selected from a shortlist of five finalists
to create the public artwork that will be suspended in the newly expanded
Departure Lounge.
He is a Jamaican-born multidisciplinary artist, writer and curator who lived in the
Caribbean, Canada and Great Britain before settling on Vancouver Island. He is a
former Chief Curator of the National Gallery of Jamaica, and his work has been
exhibited widely in the Caribbean, North and South America, and Europe.
Charles is interested in how people from different places meet, intersect and
become part of something larger than themselves without even realizing it. For this
reason, he is especially grateful for the opportunity to provide artwork for such a
prominent airport space, where many people will pass and have the opportunity to
contemplate the sculpture’s purpose and relationship to their own lives.

DYNAMIC AERIAL SCULPTURE ADDS
AMBIANCE IN DEPARTURE LOUNGE
The Lower Departure Lounge will feature an elevenmetre-diametre aerial sculpture created by local artist
Charles Campbell. The new work, known as Time
Catcher, invokes the concepts of time and movement
across territories.
Charles explains that the sculpture “recognizes the
unique nature of time in an airport, where one person
can be rushing for a flight with minutes to spare
while another can be facing an undetermined wait for
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a delayed flight. Many people can inhabit the same
space, but with a completely different sense of time.
And while each person is his/her own entity, each
interacts with one or more others to create new and
more complex systems.”
The suspended installation will form a large ring from
an array of three-sided wooden vessels. Each vessel’s
form is derived from the shape of ship and canoe
hulls, with the third, enclosing, side connecting the
form visually to natural objects such as seed pods.
A verse by science fiction writer Octavia Butler will be
inscribed in Morse code on the surface of each vessel.

The vessels are conceived as metaphorical carriers
of ecological and cultural memory and elicit multiple
connections to both the natural and manufactured
world. They are at once historical, with their
reference to the watercraft of our past and, once
their third side is added, futuristic pod-like shapes
that reference the future.

APPRECIATION

With this installation, Charles hopes “to create a space
that allows people a moment of pause and wonder,
one to consider how their movements connect to
larger patterns and to contemplate the possibilities
of the future.”

Pictures of the project and time-lapse videos
of each week of construction are available via
www.victoriaairport.com. 

“We have appreciated everyone’s patience as we
continued to improve the airport experience for our
customers, and we’re looking forward to sharing the
new space with travellers soon,” said Victoria Airport
Authority President and CEO, Geoff Dickson.
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7

Photo credit: Charles Campbell

Harvesting the Hay
Victoria International Airport is located on Federal
lands between areas within the District of North
Saanich and the Town of Sidney. Victoria Airport
Authority has a long-term agreement with Pendray
Farms to grow and harvest hay on almost one
quarter of the 485-hectare airport property.

Land
Transformation
Improves
Airport Safety
Victoria Airport Authority reused soil from a number
of recent construction projects to turn a troublesome
area of low land that flooded in the rainy season into
useable farmland.
Despite regular ditching to minimize flooding, a
low section of field on the north end of airport
lands pooled with water during the rainy season,
attracting ducks and geese, which then needed to
be discouraged from entering high-risk zones near
the runway. A long-term solution was necessary to
improve airport safety and allow airport staff to spend
their time on other projects.

BUILDING A BETTER FIELD
This year, soil excavated from three recent
construction projects was relocated to raise the lowlying section. The newly placed soil now prevents
the pooling water that once attracted waterfowl and
creates a flat field that will be farmed annually as part
of the Victoria Airport Authority’s on-going agricultural
program. In the process, the Victoria Airport Authority
saved the time, money and emissions that would have
resulted from the common construction practice of
trucking excavated soil off site.
This plan began with a determination of how much
soil would be available from airport construction and
a survey of the low area to determine how much soil
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Each summer for the past twenty years, Pendray
Farms has worked with Victoria Airport Authority
to plan the farming season in a way that will
minimize bird activity in the area and maintain
a safe airspace around the runways.
would be needed to create a level field. Knowing
approximately how much clay and topsoil would be
available, the area was mapped to determine where
to put the soil as it became available.

SOIL TESTING
Before it could be relocated, the excavated soil was
tested for the presence of pollutants, as per the
Victoria Airport Authority’s Environmental Management
Plan. After testing, approximately 25,000 cubic meters
of soil was trucked to the site and placed to facilitate
the eventual contouring required to create a welldrained field.

Hay, at every stage of the harvest, is superior for
wildlife control than the long grasses that would
naturally grow in the fields. Birds are attracted
by grass. In spring, when grasses are short, birds
come to the area to find worms and rodents to
eat. In late spring and summer, they seek out
long grasses for nesting habitat. The plants that
compose hay, on the other hand, grow quickly
above the height that attracts foragers and are
cut before they provide nesting locations.

Birds do visit hay fields nonetheless, especially
during the harvest, when rodents are exposed
and more easily hunted. Airfield Supervisor
Colin Murray explains that the harvest attracts
a “who’s who of birds, including hawks, bald
eagles and crows.”
To reduce the risk of bird strikes, Pendray Farms
works with Victoria Airport Authority to time their
work carefully. The land beyond the restricted
zone adjacent to the runway, which accounts
for approximately eighty percent of the farmable
land, is harvested during the day. The combines
are shadowed by members of the airport’s Fire
Service team, who use wildlife pyrotechnics to
scare birds away from the fields when necessary.
The land within the restricted zone is farmed at
night, after the last flight arrives. Fire Service
personnel are on hand early the next morning
to control the bird activity.
“We work closely with the airport’s Fire Service
team to control the birds year-round, but we make
additional, coordinated efforts during the hay season
to ensure the runways are clear of wildlife”, Colin says.

The relocated clay and topsoil came from the
Department of National Defense apron expansion,
Victoria International Airport parking lot expansion
and Air Terminal Building lower hold room project.
The clays, which formed the majority of the available
materials, were relocated first to create a welldrained sublayer. It was capped with topsoil from
the excavation sites, which was then hydro-seeded
so a first growth of vegetation would prevent
wind erosion of the soil. This fall, Pendray Farms
will put down their special blend of seed to
provide a hay crop that will be ready for next
summer’s harvest. 
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Reay Creek
Enhancement
Continues
Transport Canada is conducting another phase of
remediation for Reay Creek this summer. Remediation
experts will remove long-standing, heavy-metalcontaminated sediment from the bottom of a section
of Reay Creek on airport lands to improve the creek
for fish habitat.
Reay Creek is one of the few waterways on Saanich
Peninsula’s east coast to provide spawning and rearing
habitat for coho salmon. Its fragile ecosystem was
contaminated by industrial activities that took place
at the airport decades ago, using practices that were
considered acceptable at the time.
Industrial pollutants, including heavy metals, had longterm detrimental effects on the creek’s ecosystem.
The regular flow of contaminants has long since been
stopped, so water quality has greatly improved. The
historic contaminants in the sediments of the creek
are the last remaining piece of the puzzle in the
rehabilitation of Reay Creek on airport lands.

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP
As part of its ongoing environmental stewardship
efforts, Victoria Airport Authority has been working with
Transport Canada, the Town of Sidney and local groups,
including Peninsula Streams Society, Sidney Anglers and
the Reay Creek Residents Association, to reduce the
flow of pollutants from airport lands and improve fish
habitat within TenTen Creek and Reay Creek.
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Victoria Airport Authority began extensive
improvements of Reay Creek on airport lands in 2012
with the creation of a 200-metre-long diversion
channel to bypass the historically contaminated area of
the creek channel. The diversion channel incorporates
features designed to reduce erosion and provide
habitat diversity and favourable spawning conditions
for resident fish species.
In 2017, Victoria Airport Authority constructed
the Reay Creek Detention Pond, which essentially
functions as a wetland. It slows the flow of the creek
into the Town of Sidney, allows for the settlement of
sediments as they run off airport land, and reduces
erosion downstream of the airport.
This summer’s project, which aligns with Victoria
Airport Authority’s greater stewardship efforts,
is another of its ongoing enhancements of the
local ecosystem. Victoria Airport Authority’s new
Environmental Officer, Margaret Marra, explains
that the remediation of Reay Creek will reduce
contaminants, improve fish habitat and eventually
promote a resilient, self-sustaining waterway that will
support a diverse range of species.
For more information about Victoria Airport
Authority’s Environmental Management Plan, see
http://www.victoriaairport.com/pdfs/WEB_Airport_
EMP_2016%20-%202017_03March_21.pdf. 

“I’m thrilled about my job and the potential
it has to make a positive difference for the
environment in our region.
My diverse background as a professional
biologist in environmental work includes site
assessments, remediation and reclamation
work, and environmental planning. With this
role, I’ll be able to pull together all of my
skillsets to go beyond remediating historically
contaminated sites to also contribute towards
growing the airport in a sustainable way,
which will provide numerous benefits for the
environment and our region.
By thinking ahead and carefully considering the
ecological, social and economic implications
of our actions to accommodate necessary
growth, Victoria Airport Authority can continue
to demonstrate world-class environmental
leadership and support the long-term health
of the region. I’m excited to be part of these
most worthwhile goals.”
Margaret Marra, Environmental Officer,
Victoria Airport Authority
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Introducing
Brant ArnoldSmith, Director
of Security
and Terminal
Operations
In November 2018, Victoria Airport Authority
welcomed Brant Arnold-Smith as Victoria International
Airport’s Director of Security and Terminal Operations.
Brant ensures that airport staff and their support
services can recognize and act on security risks at the
airport while safeguarding employees and the travelling
public, protecting critical assets and providing for a
quick recovery from any emergencies that may occur.
His background in airport management, operations and
security made him an excellent choice for the position.
As a Shift Manager in Vancouver International Airport’s
Integrated Operations Centre, Brant was responsible
for overseeing the safety, security and efficiency of all
airport facilities and managing all emergencies. Before
that, he worked at Vancouver International Airport
(YVR) as Coordinator of Aviation Security, SupervisorEmergency Response Services (ARFF) and Airfield
Operations Specialist.
The training and experience Brant gained in his
first careers, as an Emergency Response Specialist
at YVR and a Police Constable/Acting Sergeant
with the Vancouver Police Department, provide
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Art Easel
Program
Supports
Our Troops
the foundation for his current role. With his firsthand understanding of the responsibilities and needs
of first responders, he can better support their
efforts to do their jobs effectively.
Brant maintains his understanding of current best
practices and has opportunities to influence positive
change by participating in the following airportindustry-related groups:
•

British Columbia Aviation Council (Board member)

•

British Columbia Aviation Council Leadership
Committee (Chair)

•

Canadian Airports Council Security Committee

•

Airports Council International Public Safety and
Security Steering Group

In 2019, Brant was selected by Wings Magazine
as one of Canada’s Top 20 Under 40, an honour
that recognizes individuals who have demonstrated
leadership, innovation, influence and achievement
in Canada’s aviation and aerospace industry. 

Victoria Airport Authority is pleased to support
an exciting new program designed to raise funds
for members of the local Canadian Armed Forces
community who are facing special challenges related
to their military service.
Through a new fundraising partnership, known as the
Art Easel Program, beautiful art and collectables will
be displayed on easels in the Air Terminal Building and
sold, by silent auction, to the highest bidder. Proceeds
will go to the Canadian Forces Morale and Welfare
Services’ Support Our Troops Fund to encourage the
resiliency of military members and their families. The
Art Easel Program provides a fun and easy way for
people to show their care, compassion and support
to military members, veterans and their families.
The unique demands of the military can disrupt
family life and challenge family well being. In
addition to the injuries, both physical and nonvisible, faced by military members themselves, the
military lifestyle, including frequent and unpredictable
postings, can cause stress and anxiety for family
members. The Support Our Troops Fund counts
on the generosity of individuals and companies
to complement government funding so that it can
provide programs targeted to meet the unique needs
of military members and their families.

The co-operative effort is a natural one for Victoria
International Airport, which has a proud military
history. Patricia Bay Air Station, as YYJ was known,
was once Canada’s third largest air base. In World
War II, more than 10,000 aircrew, ground crew and
administration staff trained for the war effort at
Patricia Bay Air Station. At various times between
1939 and 1945, fifteen different squadrons were
based here, and the region continues to be proud
and supportive of our troops.
With its involvement in this program, Victoria
International Airport joins many other organizations,
including several other Canadian airports, in providing
a highly visible location for the artwork and
fundraising program.
“We welcomed the opportunity to show solidarity with
the other Canadian airports participating in the Art Easel
Program,” says Anita Kardos, Victoria Airport Authority’s
Communications and Passenger Experience Officer. “We
are all committed to improving the lives of Canadian
Armed Forces members and their families. We hope
the program is a great success for them here at YYJ.”
For more information on the many ways to
contribute to and get support from the fund,
see www.supportourtroops.ca/. 
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Summer Travel Simplified
Approximately 600,000 travellers will pass through
Victoria International Airport this summer, all looking to
make the most of this special time of the year. Taking
some time to plan ahead, before leaving home, can
make the process much easier – and enjoyable – for all.
Security screening can be a quick and painless process
that provides safety and peace of mind for everyone
on the aircraft. Some simple efforts, made while
you are packing your bags, can help you get through
the process quickly and easily, keeping stress to a
minimum for you and your fellow passengers.
Knowing what you can and cannot bring on board and
how to transport special items will help you plan your
packing and simplify the security check process.

14

VICTORIA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

While security officers from the Canadian Air Transport
Security Authority (CATSA) make every effort to keep
the screening process smooth and efficient, there are
steps you can take to ensure that the summer essentials
in your carry-on baggage meet security requirements.

PACKING TIPS
Snacks: Food lovers rejoice. You can bring a variety of
solid foods in both your carry-on and checked baggage
when travelling within Canada. If are travelling outside
of Canada, however, any food not consumed, including
food in your checked baggage, will be subject to the
regulations of the country you are visiting.

Suncreens, insect repellant and anti-itch products:
These products must meet liquid quantity restrictions.
Put all of your liquid, gel and aerosol products in
containers no larger than 100ml, and put those
containers in a one-litre, clear, resealable plastic bag.
One bag per passenger.
Cameras with film, video cameras and laptop
computers: Remove these electronics from their
carrying cases and place each item in its own tray.
All other electronic equipment, including digital
cameras, video cameras, cell phones, and CD
or DVD players, may stay inside your carry-on bag.
Sporting and Camping Gear: Large equipment,
such as golf clubs, should be packed in the checked
baggage. Flammable items, such as camp stove fuel
and matches, are prohibited on the aircraft.
Check with your airline and visit the CATSA
website for more information on packing.
https://www.catsa-acsta.gc.ca/en 

Food on Planes
Packaged
- Granola bars
- Crackers
- Bread
- Hard candies
- Chips
- Cookies
- Chocolate bars
Miscellaneous
- Supplements

Non-packaged
- Fresh fruit
(apples, bananas,
oranges, etc.)
- Meat
- Cheese slices or cubes
- Vegetables
- Muffins
- Sandwiches

Check CATSA’s What Can I Bring? list for other
examples of food and drink that you can bring
on the plane. https://www.catsa-acsta.gc.ca/en
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Whitehorse

Non-Stop
Destination

Airlines

One-Stop
Service

Air Canada
Air North
Air Transat Holidays*
Alaska Airlines / Horizon Air
Delta Air Lines**
Island Express Air
Pacific Coastal Airlines
Sunwing Airlines*
Viva Aerobus*
WestJet / Encore
*denotes seasonal service
** ends September 2, 2019

CANADA

Prince George
Edmonton

Non-Stop
Seasonal
Destination
One-Stop
Seasonal Service

Victoria

Saskatoon

Vancouver
Kelowna Calgary
Abbotsford Cranbrook

Winnipeg

Seattle

Montreal

Toronto

USA

Whitehorse

Legend
Non-Stop
Destination

CANADA

Prince George

One-Stop
Service

Edmonton

Non-Stop
Seasonal
Destination

Vancouver

One-Stop
Seasonal Service

Cranbrook
Abbotsford
San Juan Islands

Kelowna

Victoria

MEXICO

Saskatoon
Calgary

Winnipeg
Los Cabos

Seattle

Mazatlán
Montreal

Cancun

Puerto Vallarta
Ixtapa

Hamilton

Toronto
Huatulco

Connect With Us

USA

San Francisco

Victoria International Airport uses social media to
communicate with travellers, business partners and
community members.

twitter.com/fly_YYJ
facebook.com/
Victoria.International.Airport

Check out all the ways you can stay up to date on the
exciting happenings at Victoria International Airport.

yyjairport

MEXICO

Visit our website for the latest information about our
airport, including flight status reports and, of course,
Los Cabos
links to our social media sites: www.victoriaairport.com.

YouTube
YYJ
CancunVictoria International Airport

Puerto Vallarta

Huatulco
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