
YYJ Boosts 
Prosperity in 
Victoria and 

Beyond

New Flights Offer 
Even More Convenient 

Travel Options

Lower Passenger 
Departure Lounge 

Expansion Underway

YYJ Firefighter Joins 
2018 Cops for Cancer 

Tour de Rock

Robotic Mower 
Supports Airport Safety 
and Sustainability

Victoria Airport Authority 
Keeps the Skies Clear

On Approach
 VICTORIA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

SUMMER EDITION 2018



Contents

Lower Passenger Departure Lounge 
Expansion Underway 4

Robotic Mower Supports Airport 
Safety and Sustainability 7

Victoria Airport Authority 
Keeps the Skies Clear 8

New Flights Offer Even More 
Convenient Travel Options 10

YYJ Firefighter Joins 2018 
Cops for Cancer Tour de Rock 12

YYJ Boosts Prosperity in Victoria 
and Beyond  15

2 VICTORIA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Photo credit: Doug Clement

3ON APPROACH



Photo credit: Doug Clement

4 VICTORIA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

FEATURE STORY:

Lower Passenger 
Departure Lounge 
Expansion 
Underway
Victoria Airport Authority has begun expanding the 

Air Terminal Building’s lower passenger departure 

lounge. This 27-month project will enable the airport 

to better accommodate the increasing number of 

passengers that travel through the airport each year. 

The $19.4 million project will include a 1,765-square-

metre addition to create a spacious lower passenger 

departure lounge. It will feature new amenities aimed 

to improve the quality of the passenger experience, 

including dedicated aircraft gates with covered 

walkways, comfortable seating, new washroom facilities, 

additional dining options and enhanced shopping.

Photo credit: Victoria Airport Authority
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MORE SPACE TO ACCOMMODATE RISING 
PASSENGER NUMBERS

Last year, Victoria International Airport recorded 

its fourth consecutive year of record passenger 

traffic. Many airline industry factors combined with 

the strength of the local Victoria economy to drive 

unprecedented increases in passenger traffic, and this 

success is expected to continue. 

To meet these increased demands, Victoria Airport 

Authority embarked upon a multi-year, multi-million 

dollar terminal and apron expansion plan to improve 

airport facilities in a phased approach that will see each 

project completed as required to meet demand. The 

departure lounge expansion is part of this initiative to 

improve overall safety and operations and enhance 

the airport experience with new amenities, additional 

accessibility considerations and enhanced concessions.

“While we will do our best to minimize inconvenience, 

travellers will notice hoarding walls, temporary 

pathways to and from aircraft, and regular construction 

activities. We appreciate everyone’s patience during 

construction as we continue to improve the airport 

experience for our customers.” said Victoria Airport 

Authority President and CEO, Geoff Dickson.

To watch this new addition take shape, check out 

this time lapse video of the construction process: 

http://bit.ly/2vuwB6V. 

Photo credit: Victoria Airport Authority
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Victoria Airport Authority is known for its commitment 

to sustainability. While it has won numerous awards 

for its big efforts, like the Reay Creek restoration 

and TenTen Creek bank stabilization and sediment 

reduction, it also incorporates smaller, but equally 

noteworthy, efforts into its daily operations: Meet 

Moe, the lawnmower.

Moe is a robotic, automatic and solar-powered mower 

that enhances airport safety by diligently maintaining 

the lawns on airport lands. In addition to keeping 

the habitat less appealing to the animals that attract 

birds, Moe supports the Victoria Airport Authority’s 

commitment to environmental sustainability. 

It releases almost zero emissions and uses very 

little energy to complete its summertime chores. 

So far, it also follows directions without complaint, 

communicates well and always ‘goes the extra mile.’

The Husqvarna robotic mower known as Moe is being 

tested on airport grounds as part of a collaboration 

between Victoria Airport Authority and its landscaping 

contractor, Island Earth Landscape. Deano Ross, Island 

Earth Landscape’s Operational Manager, explained that 

the robotic mower allows crews to dedicate more time 

to other priority areas for the airport. It also offers a 

new opportunity for staff to be tech handlers.

After Moe’s handlers define the boundaries of its work 

area, guidewires and an onboard Global Positioning 

System (GPS) keep Moe working within it. Moe uses GPS 

to track which areas it has already mowed and adjust 

its cut pattern accordingly. Moe’s GPS technology also 

protects it from theft. Its location is tracked via Google 

Maps. Any time it is picked up or moved, it notifies its 

tech handler via text message to a smartphone. 

Moe’s built-in sensors use ultrasonic technology to 

detect objects and lower its speed when necessary 

to avoid hard collisions. When it’s time to recharge, 

Moe returns to its docking station in a small secure 

house in the grass.

Although just one small part of many ongoing efforts 

to manage the environment, reduce pollution and 

conserve resources, Moe is indicative of Victoria 

Airport Authority’s proactive and innovative approach 

to environmental leadership.

For more information about Victoria International 

Airport or its environmental initiatives, please visit 

www.victoriaairport.com. 

Robotic Mower 
Supports Airport 
Safety and 
Sustainability 

Photo credit: Victoria Airport Authority

Things you may want to know about Moe:

• Husqvarna 450X Robotic Mower

• Charging time: 60 minutes

• Typical mow time on one charge: 290 minutes

• Dimensions: 72 x 56 x 31 cm

• Weight: 13.9 kg

• Maximum incline: 45%
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Everyone can see the many regular, ongoing efforts 

taken to maintain air safety on the ground at Victoria 

International Airport. But did you know that Victoria 

Airport Authority also works hard to ensure the safety 

of the airspace around the airport? 

In addition to programs designed to reduce bird strikes 

by making airport lands less hospitable to birds, 

the airport engages in a regular program to ensure 

that the airspace around the airport is free from all 

obstacles that could impede an aircraft or reduce the 

effectiveness of its navigational aids.

Transport Canada requires Victoria Airport Authority 

to protect what is known as the Obstacle Limitation 

Surface (OLS) around the airport. Simply put, the OLS 

is the space above and around the airport. Nothing, 

including buildings, trees or even temporary or flexible 

objects, like banners or flags, may project into the 

OLS. Keeping this airspace open ensures that aircraft 

can get to and from the airport runways without 

hitting anything – even in the dark or during storms 

when pilots must rely on navigational instrumentation.

Victoria Airport 
Authority Keeps 
the Skies Clear

Transport Canada’s definition of Obstacle 

Limitation Surface: A surface that establishes 

the limit to which objects may project into 

the airspace associated with an aerodrome, 

including take-off surfaces, approach surfaces 

and transitional surfaces.
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ENSURING THE AIRSPACE 
IS FREE FROM OBSTRUCTIONS

Every fall, Victoria Airport Authority’s contractor 

conducts an obstacle survey to determine if anything 

has moved or grown within the airport’s OLS. 

The contractor uses extremely accurate laser electronic 

distance measuring equipment to produce a data file 

that shows all of the trees and other objects that may 

penetrate the OLS in the area surrounding the airport.

Victoria Airport Authority’s Geographic Information 

System (GIS) coordinator compares the data file with 

the OLS and identifies obstacles, mostly trees, that 

need to be removed. This information is put into a 

visual context with data visualization software and 

distributed to airport staff through products, such 

as a Google Earth file, that permit 3D viewing. 

The 3D images make it easier for staff to determine 

the optimal tree cutting/pruning schedule to target 

the high priority locations first. 

The approach to the airport’s main runway 09/27 is 

the highest priority. Once trees in the 09/27 approach 

area have been trimmed or felled, the zone is widened 

to target trees in relation to their proximity to the 

approach to other runways and within each runway’s 

transitional surfaces. 

When a tree has been identified as an obstacle, the 

contractor that works on behalf of Victoria Airport 

Authority contacts landowners to explain the issue and 

schedule the tree maintenance necessary to maintain 

a safe airspace. Depending on the situation and/or the 

extent of pruning required, Victoria Airport Authority 

may offer to plant replacement trees and/or manage 

the logs according to the landowner’s preference. 

Some people want their trees and/or branches cut for 

firewood, others want them chipped and hauled away.  

This annual investigation of the airspace around the 

airport and subsequent clearing of the OLS is just one 

of the many regular and ongoing programs in place to 

maintain a safe airport for the region. 

Photo credit: Victoria Airport Authority
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Air North, Yukon’s Airline has added twice-

weekly jet service between Whitehorse, Yukon 

and Victoria to its route network. This new regular 

service complements Air North’s popular direct-

access flights between Whitehorse and Victoria on 

Thanksgiving weekends.

Air North, Yukon’s Airline has been providing 

affordable, reliable air services – and genuine Yukon 

hospitality – for more than 40 years. Fortune 

Magazine named it North America’s most-loved airline 

in 2016 for a reason. Passengers enjoy fresh fare 

prepared daily by its Whitehorse flight kitchen, locally-

roasted Midnight Sun Coffee Roasters coffee and 

Yukon Brewing beer.

"We are delighted that Air North is making it 

easier for people to travel between Whitehorse 

and Victoria," said Paul Nursey, President and CEO 

of Tourism Victoria. "Our destination is known for 

having the mildest climate in Canada year round, and 

we invite northerners to see there is so much more 

to Victoria than just great weather. These flights also 

offer a great opportunity for Asian travellers who 

dream of seeing the northern lights to add Victoria to 

their itineraries."

www.flyairnorth.com

New Flights 
Offer Even More 
Convenient 
Travel Options

Photo credit: John Alderson 

Photo credit: John Alderson 

Photo credit: Simon Blakesley 

10 VICTORIA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Photo credit: Victoria Airport Authority

Photo credit: Brandon Siska 

Flair Airlines, Canada’s only operating ultra-low-

fare airline, now provides direct flights between 

Victoria and Edmonton with connection to Winnipeg, 

Saskatoon, Toronto and Hamilton. These flights are 

part of Flair Airlines’ recently expanded route network, 

which more than doubled its flight service. 

Flair Airlines offers Canadians affordable airfare with 

high safety standards and service. With Edmonton, 

Alberta, as its headquarters and main transfer hub, 

Flair is building a network that supports strong 

seasonal customer demands. 

“This is a very exciting announcement for Flair 

and Canadians. Every time we enter a market, 

Canadians benefit significantly as airfare drops almost 

immediately by more than 20% on the routes we 

serve,” stated Jim Scott, CEO, Flair Airlines. “We are 

thrilled to add this service to and from Victoria, and 

look forward to being a part of the community.”

www.flairair.ca

Air Canada now offers three-times-weekly non-

stop service between Victoria and Montréal. It uses 

a 136-seat Airbus 319 (A319) to fly between Victoria 

International Airport and Montréal–Pierre Elliott 

Trudeau International Airport.

Air Canada is Canada's largest airline and among the 

20 largest airlines in the world. In 2017, it served 48.1 

million customers, and more than 200 destinations on 

six continents.

Geoff Dickson, Victoria Airport Authority President and 

Chief Executive Officer, commented: “We are very 

pleased with the new Montréal non-stop service by 

Air Canada. We recognize that air carriers have many 

choices to make with their fleets and appreciate the 

commitment Air Canada is making with this new service. 

YYJ has been one of the fastest growing airports in the 

country, having enjoyed four consecutive years of record 

passenger volumes, and we are confident that the 

Victoria-Montréal flights will be a success.”

www.aircanada.com 
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Congratulations to Victoria International Airport 

firefighter Jay Krieger, who has been selected to 

participate in the 21st annual Cops for Cancer Tour 

de Rock cycling event in September.

The Cops for Cancer Tour de Rock is one of 

Vancouver Island’s most challenging and inspirational 

fundraising initiatives. Each year, team members raise 

over a million dollars for the research and support 

programs needed to help children with a history of 

cancer by cycling more than 1,000 kilometres from 

one end of Vancouver Island to the other. They stop 

at 27 communities along the way to raise funds 

for and awareness of pediatric cancer research and 

support programs.

Since Tour de Rock began in 1998, more than 330 

police officers and 52 others, including childhood 

cancer survivors, long-time volunteers, fire fighters, 

paramedics and members of the media have been 

named to the Tour de Rock team. In its first year, 

Cops for Cancer Tour de Rock raised $325,000. 

Since then, volunteers and donors have raised more 

than $24 million for pediatric cancer research and 

support programs through the much-loved event. 

This year’s 24-strong Tour de Rock team will 

dedicate a lot of their summer to the Tour. On top 

of fundraising, they must prepare for the physical 

and emotional aspects of their journey. They have 

been training since the beginning of March to tackle 

Vancouver Island’s notoriously hilly terrain. Three rides 

each week, including hill nights, speed nights and 

long-distance endurance rides, will help prepare for 

the physical demands. It’s harder to prepare for the 

emotional ups and downs of the journey.

Tour de Rock team members are paired with 

members of the Junior Rider team, a group of 

Vancouver Island children who have a history 

with cancer. While some are in remission, some 

are fighting the disease and some have a lost a 

sibling to their battle with cancer. The junior riders’ 

stories inspire countless people to participate in 

and contribute to the fight against childhood cancer 

through the Tour de Rock. 

Jay’s junior rider is a five-year-old family friend 

named Alex. He was diagnosed with acute myeloid 

leukemia when he was only three, and it hit him 

quickly. One week he was playing soccer, the next 

he was being airlifted to the intensive care unit 

at BC Children’s Hospital, where he spent two 

weeks fighting for his life. After several months of 

treatment in the oncology ward, Alex continued his 

fight at home. 

YYJ Firefighter 
Joins 2018 
Cops for Cancer 
Tour de Rock

Photo credit: Victoria Airport Authority
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Saturday,  September 22 
Port Alice (Drive)

Sunday, September 23 
Port Alice to Port Hardy and 
Port McNeill (97 kilometres)

Monday, September 24 
Port McNeill to Woss and Sayward 
(140 kilometres)

Tuesday, September 25 
Sayward to Campbell River 
(74 kilometres)

Wednesday, September 26 
Campbell River to Comox Valley 
(60 kilometres)

Thursday, September 27 
Comox Valley to Cumberland, 
Union Bay, Qualicum and Parksville 
(81 kilometres)

Friday, September 28 
Parksville to Port Alberni 
(51 kilometres)

Saturday, September 29 
Port Alberni to Ucluelet 
(102 kilometres)

Sunday, September 30 
Tofino to Nanaimo (35 kilometres)

Monday, October 1 
Nanaimo to Ladysmith and Chemainus 
(48 kilometres)

Tuesday, October 2 
Chemainus to Lake Cowichan and 
Duncan (81 kilometres)

Wednesday, October 3 
Duncan to Shawnigan Lake, 
Mill Bay, to Sooke to West Shore 
(78 kilometres)

Thursday, October 4 
Oak Bay, Victoria and Sidney 
(40 kilometres)

Friday, October 5 
Esquimalt, Saanich and Victoria 
(40 kilometres)

Friday, October 5 
Grand Finale

Cheer the Tour de Rock team as they cycle across Vancouver Island in 

September and October. They’ll be stopping at these communities:

2018 Schedule

Jay, whose son Gray is best friends with Alex’s 

older brother Evan, has seen first hand that one 

little boy’s cancer experiences dominate the lives 

of all those around him, as they grieve and rally 

together to support him and his family. Alex, 

who has been in remission for six months now, 

has been a huge motivation for Jay to get involved 

with the Tour and raise money to help other 

children suffering with cancer.

Follow Jay’s Tour de Rock experiences via his 

Facebook page, http://bit.ly/2O1DC6E, and 

donate directly via his sponsorship page, 

http://bit.ly/2LVFGjq. 

Photo credit: Victoria Airport Authority
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According to a recently completed economic impact 

study, Victoria International Airport contributes 

significantly to the employment and economic 

prosperity of the local community, Vancouver Island 

and the province. InterVISTAS Consulting determined 

that the activities of YYJ and Victoria Airport 

Authority’s tenants, sub-tenants and associated 

off-airport firms generated 4,200 person years of 

employment, $270 million of wages throughout British 

Columbia, $420 million in gross domestic product and 

$880 million in total economic output in 2017 alone.

These are significant increases over the numbers noted 

in the previous economic impact study, which was 

conducted in 2005. Since then, more businesses have 

begun operating on airport lands and annual passenger 

numbers have almost doubled.

YYJ generates jobs in many sectors, including air 

service facilities, hospitality, manufacturing and ground 

transportation. It is also an important component of 

Canada’s tourism and trade-related industries because 

its essential infrastructure links Victoria and other 

Vancouver Island communities to the rest of the world. 

The airport is an economic catalyst, facilitating the 

growth of regional businesses and industrial sectors. 

“Intuitively, people understand the importance of an 

airport to the local community, but not necessarily 

the actual economic impact. Numbers approaching 

one billion dollars in annual impact drive home the 

importance of a vibrant and growing airport,” said 

Geoff Dickson, President and CEO of the Victoria 

Airport Authority.

YYJ Boosts 
Prosperity 
in Victoria 
and Beyond

 Impact

Employment

Wages 
($ Millions)

GDP 
($ Millions)

Output 
($ Millions)Jobs

Full Time 
Employees

Direct 2,800 2,500 $170 $230 $540

Indirect 1,100 1,000 $60 $100 $200

Induced 800 700 $40 $90 $140

Total 4,700 4,200 $270 $420 $880

To learn more about this study and the economic impact of Victoria International Airport on the region, 

visit www.victoriaairport.com. 

Photo credit: Victoria Airport Authority
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Connect With Us
Victoria International Airport uses social media to 

communicate with travellers, business partners and 

community members. 

Check out all the ways you can stay up to date on the 

exciting happenings at Victoria International Airport.

Visit our website for the latest information about our 

airport, including flight status reports and, of course, links 

to our social media sites: www.victoriaairport.com.

yyjairport

twitter.com/@fly_YYJ

facebook.com/ 
Victoria.International.Airport 

YouTube 
YYJ Victoria International Airport 
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