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Editor’s
desk
Welcome to the spring issue of On
Approach, the magazine that brings
you all the inside information
about YYJ. You probably noticed
some unusual traffic around the
airport in May, and by now you
know that all those military aircraft
were involved in an exercise called
Trident Fury. In this issue, you’ll
find some never before published
photos of the F-15 Eagle, one of
the stars of that week in May.
Have you noticed the new coffee tables in the departures area?
Each of them is one of a kind,
designed and produced locally. In
Practical Art we tell you about the
serendipitous circumstances and
the delightful people who pitched
in to make them possible. Talk
about people pitching in: take a
good look at the new Welcome to
Greater Victoria sign as you leave
the airport. That’s the work of the
Victoria A.M. Association, and you
can find out about them in this
issue as well.
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CATSA
rules
Air travellers have all noticed an increase in security
measures during the last few years. By now most of
us have a nail file or some other small object confiscated during pre-board screening, and made a mental note about our future packing habits. Other items
on the do-not-carry list include virtually anything that
could be used as a weapon, including knives, pepper
spray, guns, ammunition, and scissors.
The rules are enforced by the Canadian Air Transport
Security Authority. CATSA is a crown corporation
that exists solely to ensure the security and safety
of air transport in Canada. Passengers who are well
informed about what is permitted in carry-on baggage, help to enhance air security and reduce delays
at pre-board screening. A complete list of prohibited
items, and more information about CATSA is available on the internet at www.catsa-acsta.gc.ca.

It’s a bigger magazine this time
around with more pages, more
stories and more photos than in
the past. But the only other story
I’ll mention in this space is called
Watching Water, an introduction
to the environmental program at
the airport. This is a topic of great
interest to many, and we hope to
bring you more stories about it in
the future.
Have a great
summer.
Phil Jensen,
editor
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It’s only when standing near a
modern fighting airplane that
you get any real sense of its
size and power. The tail rudders of an F-15 Eagle loom 20
feet above ground level, and
you need a ladder to access the
cockpit. The airplane is longer than a city bus, and has a
wingspan of 42.8 feet. It flies
at 1,875 mph, more than 2.5
times the speed of sound, and
has a ceiling of 65,000 feet.
These state of art war birds
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made the Victoria International
Airport their home for twelve
days in May.
More than 50 aircraft from
NATO, Britain, the United
States and Canada were
involved in Trident Fury, a
military exercise led by the
Canadian Navy. Participating
aircraft were deployed out of
Victoria International Airport,
19 Wing Comox and the western United States. Ships from
the Canadian and US Navy

were involved. The Canadian
Army was deployed in the
Chilkotin Region of British
Columbia to defend against
simulated attacks from the air,
and test the combined forces’
ability to withstand attacks
from unfriendly powers.
“Exercise Trident Fury provides
an excellent training opportunity for the Canadian Forces,”
said Commodore Bruce
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The F-15 Eagle is star of the show
at the Trident Fury exercises in May
2006.
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Trident Fury continued
Donaldson, Commander of the
Canadian Pacific Fleet. “This
exercise is designed to validate
tactics, to hone operator and
team skills, and to enhance
joint and allied interoperability
in a challenging, littoral warfare
environment.”
Trident Fury involved 2000
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personnel and generated more
than $2 million in economic
spin-offs for the community.
Additional benefits included
an opportunity to practice and
enhance inter-agency cooperation in the areas of forest fire
fighting, and search and rescue.

“We are pleased to support
the Trident Fury exercise,” said
Richard Paquette, President
and CEO of the Victoria Airport
Authority. “We recognize that
our airport plays a key role in
the national security of our
country.”
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Jazz

Air Canada Jazz is the
biggest Canadian airline
operating out of Victoria, and
it’s not owned by Air Canada*,
says Peggy Clark. “Air Canada
used to own us, but now we’re
sister companies.” She explains
that Jazz is a national carrier in
that it provides service throughout Canada and into the USA.
But that doesn’t mean you can
board a Jazz airplane here in
Victoria and fly non-stop across
the continent. Air Canada
Jazz continues to operate as a
regional carrier feeding into the
hubs, while Air Canada flies
longer haul and international
routes, where economics justify
the larger aircraft that makes
up their fleet.

Peggy has worked in the industry for three decades, beginning
with Island Airlines in Campbell
River. So how did she get from
there to here? Peggy’s story is
part of modern aviation history.
In 1980, Jim Pattison and a
group of investors purchased
six small commuter airlines,
including the one where Peggy
was employed. The six airlines
were amalgamated into a larger
and more efficient operation
known as AirBC. Then in 1987,
Air Canada acquired 85 percent of the Pattison company,
and AirBC became a regional
partner. That arrangement continued until 1995, when Air
Canada purchased the balance
of the shares, and became the
sole owner of AirBC.
Air Canada Regional was
formed in January 2001. It was
a wholly owned subsidiary of
Air Canada, made up of AirBC
and three other regional airlines, including Air Nova, Air

This view from the Victoria Airport holding area shows a green liveried Jazz Dash 8 loading passengers. The different colored maple leaf and logos on Jazz airplanes represent the changing autumn
foliage.

Ontario and Canadian Regional.
In 2002, the four regionals
were rolled together into Air
Canada Jazz. Peggy Clark, who
has been there through it all, is
now the area manager responsible for Jazz bases in Victoria,
Nanaimo, Comox and Sandspit.
“You have to stay on your toes,”
Peggy says. “My greatest concern is retaining safety, quality
and competitiveness. One of
the key strengths is your front
line employees” And there are
a lot of front line people at Air
Canada Jazz. The company provides service to 79 destinations
in Canada and the USA, making it one of the largest regional
airlines in the world.
The largest bases in Canada
are located in Quebec City and
Victoria, with 70 employees in
Victoria alone. The traffic out
of this base is staggering; there
are 21 flights a day between
Victoria and Vancouver, three
flights to Calgary and one flight
to Toronto. In August they’ll
also be offering one flight a day
to Edmonton. Peggy is justifiably proud of their record of
service. “We have one of the
best ‘on time performances’
in the Jazz system,” she says.

“And we get good feedback
from our customers.”
The story of Air Canada and its
associated companies is a matter of public record, but like all
good stories, you really needed
to be there. Looking back
over the years, Peggy sees a
marked contrast in the working

environment. “The work place
is a complicated place now,”
she says. “It has to be very
inclusive and accommodating
to people. That’s so more than
ever before. In the past five
years we have had to redesign
ourselves. But I’m seeing some
wonderful things happening in
this company.”

Left to right: Vince
Mueller, Curtis Grober,
Leyland Wong, Peter
Whiteford, Jason Van
Bassen, Peggy Clark,
Colleen Satre, Henry
Len.

*The parent company of the Air
Canada family is ACE Aviation
Holdings.
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Camosun tables
Although airports the world
over provide
more or less the
same services,
each one has a
unique personality of its own.
But the architecture and special
touches here
at YYJ make
the Victoria
International
Airport stand
out from all the
rest. Pick up a
coffee and stroll
through to the
departures area:
here you will
find a selection
of coffee tables
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designed and
created by students in the Fine
Furniture class at
Camosun College.
They are works of
art, but they are
also intended to
be used by the
public. So do
take some time to
enjoy them as art,
then sit down and
drink your coffee.

Camosun College Fine Furniture Class and instructors left to right: Adam
McGuffie, Glen Pharis (sitting), Dita von Aesch, Brailey Stetson, Jake Lee
(kneeling), Roland Benesocky, Chris Stuart, Frances Bryant-Scott, Cam
Russell (sitting), Bobby Aarsen, Donna Ashmore, Colin Shuert, Jinwoo Jeong,
Brad Olthof, Nathan Read, Chris Philpot (hidden), Colin Benoit, Ken Guenter
(sitting), Ross Sprung.

Terminal
Operations
Manager Anita
Kardos explains
how the tables
came to the airport. The idea
originated with
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the Victoria Airport Authority CEO, Richard Paquette,
who’d seen some of the students’ work at their annual
show. Richard was so impressed that he contacted Cam
Russell, program coordinator and an instructor in the
department. That was the start of the Camosun tables
project.
Every student in the class of sixteen came up with a
design. “We meant to choose four, and narrowed it down
to five,” Anita says. “The students were very keen and
were known to stay well beyond normal class hours,
working on their projects. We were just thrilled. We
were very impressed with the quality, which exceeded
our expectations.”

Anita Kardos tells how the Camosun
tables came to the airport.
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Environmental officer Leanne Shapka
keeps the airport clean and green
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Water
Watching
Leanne Shapka was inspecting
water samples on the tailgate
of her truck, when I arrived at
the Reay Creek monitoring station. Paying attention to water
is a responsibility Leanne took
on when she started working for the Airport Authority
in November, 2005. Among
her qualifications for the position of airport environmental
officer are a diploma in fish
and wildlife from BCIT, and a
Royal Roads University degree
in environmental science. As
far as the VAA is concerned,
her appointment is part of
their ongoing commitment
to responsible environmental
stewardship. As far as Leanne
is concerned, she’s got the best
job in the world.

Creek and Ten Ten
Creek. “We collect water for a 24
hour period once
a week,” Leanne
says. “The sampling is meant to
monitor water quality as it leaves the
airport.”

The VAA and local
community organizations have
focussed on rehabilitating the two
streams for some
years. The Sidney
Anglers Society
has re-established
the Coho salmon
run in Reay Creek,
while the VAA has
The VAA environmental mandeveloped and
agement plan consists of 15
implemented measeparate programs, designed
sures to improve
to minimize every possible
the quality of storm
environmental risk. Leanne
water draining into Environmental officer Leanne Shapka engaged in water sampling.
explains that water quality is a
it. In the rehabilidating back to a time before
key indicator in many of them.
tation of Ten Ten Creek, focus
the VAA was established.
Consequently, monitoring stahas been on re-establishment
tions have been established
of a healthy fresh water ecosys“We’ve evaluated every possible
on two main waterways flowing
tem and cleaning up deposits
through airport lands: Reay
of contaminated soil and debris environmental risk,” Leanne
says. “And I look after all the
programs and make sure they’re
working.” She adds that, while
risks do exist, they are manRecognized environmental stakeholder groups include:
ageable at an airport the size
v
Environment Canada
of YYJ. Still, the processes
v
Canada Department of Fisheries and Oceans
used to deal with them haven’t
v
Transport Canada
always been well understood
v
Capital Regional District
by the public. “We’re not a big
v
Tseycum First Nations
bad airport,” she says. “But
v
Town of Sidney
v
District of North Saanich
I’ve found that the environv
Peninsula Streams
mental program at the airport
v
Friends of Reay Creek Park
hasn’t really been transparent
v
Sidney Anglers Society
enough.”
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Norma Fitzsimmons (right), an ambassador from the Victoria A.M. Association assists in unveiling of the new Welcome sign.

Welcome to
the Victoria
International
Airport

This one of a kind sign welcomes travellers to Greater
Victoria, as they leave the airport. It commemorates more
than 20 years of service to the tourism and hospitality
community on the part of the Victoria A.M. Association.
The sign is the result of many months work by association members. The business community contributed generously with their time, labour, materials and funding.
The Victoria A.M. Association is a non profit society, dedicated to enhancing and supporting tourism in Greater
Victoria. To find out more about the group visit their website at www.victoriaam.com.

You are invited to the B.C. Aviation Museum annual open house on August 5, beginning with a
pancake breakfast at 9:00 a.m. There will be aircraft, aviation related displays and activities, an
antique car show, kids’ stuff, door prizes and more. The museum is located at 1910 Norseman
Rd. behind the Victoria Airport. Admission is by donation.
Dance to the big band sound of the 1940s the following week at the Aviation Museum’s annual
Hangar Dance. August 12, at 8:00 p.m. For dance tickets or information about either of these
events call 655-3300 or visit the website at www.bcam.net.
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