COMMENT

Airport interchange
should be a priority

_ong-delayed improvements to the gateway to the capital are badly needed

By Gorpox DENFORD

ke edilonal "Smaner decisions

reeded on roads,” Feb, 16,

questioned the priority of the

MeTavish Road interchange
overpass on the Patricia Bay Highway,
and called for 2 regional transponation
strategy before taking action.

The Par Bay Highway is the kev
multi-modal route between Greater
Wietoria and the mainfand. It inks Vie-
toria Imternational Adrpor. B.C. Ferries
and Washingion Stare Ferries o our
COMMUNILY.

[t brings palitical and business lead-
era. families, friends, visitors, an over-
whelming majority of tourists and most
of the geods and materials we rely on
avery dav, Pat Bay is the gateway o
our capital city, vur region and southem
Vancouver sland.

Badly peeded imerchanges on the

Pat E.m “Highway have been recognized

and swidied for more than 20 vears. In
fact. the provinecial government pro-
posed their construction in 1988 and
again i1 1993 which, had they been
bl then, would have cost the taxpiy-
ers conatderabiy less than toduay,

Furthermore. the Pat Bay would
have become a safer and far less con-
e-umd highway at peak pericds. How-
aver, local politics and parochial think-
ing of the day created obstacles that
gave the province reason to postpone

their ingvitable construction.

The Victoria Airport Authority s
proposai seems 1o have generated a
teaction that is focused not on the need
or the number of interchanges. but
rather who gets theirs first.

The airport authority board believes
Greater Victoria deserves better. Qur
community has an important tole o
piay welvoming visitors to British
Columbia in 2010, The McTavish Road
intersection has been put forward for
provincial funding because it is the best
candidate for action.

The existing situation is restrictive.
dangercus and frustrating for people
travelling 10 and from what has become
a world-class airport.

Oeher intersections, although just as
important to our gateway highway
from a congestion and s'lte[:, perspec-
tive, are more complex. involve much

acquisitton of private land. are more
costly and do not offer the same oppor

tunities for partnerships.

What distinguishes the McTavish
Road imersection from all the others is:

* The 311 million-12 million costis
considerably less expensive:

* The province has title to all of the
required land;

» North Saanich council has offersd
10 cansider the rezoning of surplus
provingial land created by the project o
enable the provinee o recover some of
the capilal cost:

* The Victoria Airport Authority has
offered to panticipaté in a partnérship
with the provincial government.

It has solid community suppon and
van be completed well before 2010,

[F we are to achieve the stated goal
of the provines to double wurism ras-
2nue in the next few vears, now is the
time for action,

The construction of the MeTavish
overpass will not solve all of the prob-
lems of the gaeway highway, but it i
infinitely berer than doing nothing and
much better than anoiher decads of
stulies.

Goridon Denford is chairnnm of the
Vicaorice Adrport Aoy,




Travellers mingle in the rotunda area of Victoria International Airport, Victo-
ria Airport Authority chairman Gordon Denford suggests proposed improve-
ments [ the M Tavish Road intersection that provides secess to the airport are

lonz overdue, iy Bropsr Timres Corlowndt




